Georgia Robinson
[bookmark: _GoBack]The reason I think I would be a good Sabbatical Officer and why students should consider voting for me is because I am very much a people person with great organisational skills. I work very well with people and get along with most. For many years I worked as an outside artist before coming to study at The Cass. I have owned and operated many small businesses specialising in retail, manufacturing and production so I am very aware of the highs and lows of business. Even though I knew a lot about the arts before starting my course, I have learnt so much more at the Cass and have developed a strong desire to give back now that I have finished my studies. I have been a STARs and a Mentor, which I found very rewarding and have enjoyed both roles immensely. Working alongside other students and sharing ideas had not only helped them conceptualised their ideas, but mine too. I enjoy staging and organising events like exhibitions, radio interviews, magazine articles and retail popups. These are some of the ideas I would like to develop and think it would be beneficial to the students to test and give them an idea of the market that they are entering into. I currently volunteer at my local community centre working with women helping out with social networking and creating links to common interests. I am very passionate about the arts and believe it is extremely important, not only for individual development as a learning tool in making, but for social interaction, diversity and cultural exchange. I am also politically aware of the ongoing threats by the government to make cuts and remove the arts from various institutions even though an independent economic analysis found that the sector currently makes up 0.4 per cent of GDP. I do not think enough people appreciate how much art can contribute to a positive change. However, personally, I believe that at least part of artistic practice has a social responsibility towards its audience and, in that sense, yes art has a great platform, relatable to numerous social issues and can contribute to a positive change in society. I am have privileged to work alongside the Verve radio and magazine. This is the communication tool that the Student Union are using to inform students by student what’s going on in and around the university. Currently as a Sabbatical Officer in the 2nd year of my post, I am concerned with the levels of communication and miscommunication. Therefore I champion the idea of using and strengthening this platform with the radio and magazine. This is a student led initiative supported by the Student Union. I will be focusing on getting as many students and services involved in promoting students work, advertising all the services available to students, creating awareness and understanding through editorials, interviews and just making sure that I can continue to be the bridge of communication throughout the university.
